Vivekananda Shila Smarak
Ek Bharat Vijayi Bharat
Vivekananda Kendra
Gratefully Remembers and Invites the Hundreds and Thousands
Who or Whose Families Had Contributed to the Building of
The Grand Vivekananda Rock Memorial at Kanyakumari in 1970
To Celebrate the 50th Year of the Memorial
[1970-2020]
And
Renew the Association

Swami Vivekananda on the last bit of Indian Rock

“Sitting on the last bit of Indian rock—I hit upon a plan: Suppose some disinterested sannyasins,
bent on doing good to others, go from village to village, disseminating education and seeking in
various ways to better the condition of all, down to the last person—can’t that bring forth good
in time?” “We, as a nation, have lost our individuality, and that is the cause of all mischief in India.
We have to give back to the nation its lost individuality and raise the masses.”
(In a letter written to Swami Ramakrishnananda on 19 March 1894)

Swami Vivekananda’s mission for rejuvenation of Bharat began with the plan he had hit upon when he
sat on “the last bit of Indian rock”.
Now, thanks to the invaluable contribution from all of you, a beautiful memorial - to recall Swami
Vivekananda beginning his mission for India - now stands on that last bit of rock. The Memorial, built
by a truly national effort put together by the monumental work of Sri Eknath Ranade; the man behind
the mighty work, was dedicated to the nation in September 1970.
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As Swami Vivekananda had his inspiration from the rock, Eknath Ranade took inspiration from the
memorial built on the rock to found the Vivekananda Kendra which has now grown into a mighty
spiritually oriented service mission manned by thousands of karyakartas.
Gratefully recalling your contribution on the 50th year of the Memorial
When Karyakartas of Vivekananda Kendra reach to you with this invite, we are sure your memories
would be proudly awakened by recalling the contribution to Vivekananda Rock Memorial by you or
someone from your family. For us and for you the 50th year of the Memorial is a reconnect and renewal
of our association for over half a century. Yes, you who are among the proud hundreds, thousands and
lakhs who contributed for Vivekananda Rock Memorial, we approach with a grateful Namaskar.
The story of Vivekananda Rock Memorial you had assisted to build is so inspiring that we are proud to
recall, remember and again share it with you as we renew our association on the completion of its 50
glorious years.
In the memorial manifests the story of Shraddha Indians have for Swami Vivekananda; the narration of
a slumbering India awakening as one and confident; the miracle of the impossible becoming possible;
the transformation of a seeming loser into a certain winner; the history in short of globally emerging
India as the Jagadguru.
Swami Vivekananda discovered the mission of his life on the Rock at Kanyakumari
The spiritual power of the rock, the feet of Bharatmata, the Parashakti, drew Swami Vivekananda
to Kanyakumari. After his sojourn as a wondering monk in India, Swami Vivekananda reached
Kanyakumari in 1892. Seeing in his two-year long travel across his sacred land of Bharat how its children
had degenerated into utter poverty, ignorance and loss of self- confidence, he had great pain in his heart.
He was distressed that under the alien rule, the last of which was British, the people had forgotten
their original self. Amid this degeneration he could see the inevitable role of Bharat and a duty, the
contribution that she had to make to the humanity. The question tormented Swamiji’s mind as to what
he should do for regeneration of his motherland, for which instilling the confidence in the millions of
his sinking brethren is condition precedent.
After praying fervently to Bhagavati Kanyakumari, Swami Vivekananda came out of the temple. It was
then the mighty last bit of Rock surrounded by the waves of the sea physically attracted and spiritually
invited him. Bhagavati Kanyakumari had done penance on it with her footprint still marked on it. Instantly
he felt, the rock on which Parashakti did penance would provide the answers to his painful questions. As
he had no money to pay, he jumped into the sea and swam to the Rock. He immersed into meditation
on the rock for three days and three nights on 25th 26th and 27th of December 1892. What a meditation
it was! Not for his own salvation but for recovering his own nation and people from their distress. After
three days when he returned to the shore people asked who he was and his whereabouts. He identified
himself as the disciple of Sri Ramakrishna and said while sitting on this rock he discovered the mission
of his life.
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While meditating on this Rock, Swami Vivekananda realized that the downfall of India was not because
of her Dharma but precisely because of ignorance of it. The Vedantic Truths of Oneness, respect to
the diversity, protection of environment, potential divinity of man and the host of associated spiritual
messages had to be reached to the masses in the remote. This urge later clinched his decision to go to
the World Parliament of Religions and present Hindu Dharma to the world at large. If the message of
Vedanta reverberated in the world, the India’s confidence in Hindu Dharma would get renewed, restored
and strengthened. He realised that the mission of his life, was not only to realize the divinity within, but
to inspire the entire Indian people strive to manifest the divinity within for the good of Bharat and the
world at large.
On his return, Swamiji gave Rousing Call to his people
There were many challenges, on the way and even after going to America, Swamiji even wrote in one of
his letters that he might die of cold and hunger but he persisted. Prof. Wright of Harvard University was
very much impressed. He wrote to Dr. Barrows, the organizer of Parliament of Religion, ‘Here is a man
whose knowledge is more than the knowledge of all our professors put together…’ Ultimately Swami
Vivekananda could participate in the Parliament of Religions. He took the Western world by storm. The
World Parliament of Religions ended with Swami Vivekananda who went from an enslaved nation to
the conference without an invite, without the backing of any organisation, conquering the world with
the message of Sanatana Dharma. The educated, theologist, scientists, common people flocked to his
lectures. Some became his disciples. The entire world bowed to the Swami and he returned victorious.
On his return to India, he gave a rousing call to the nation. “Arise! Awake!! Stop not till the goal is
reached!!!” Though he attained immortality in 1902, many spiritual movements, freedom movements,
organizations took inspiration from him to work for nation-building.
The people of Kanyakumari came to know from the photos that it was Swami Vivekananda who had
come to Kanyakumari and had meditated on the Rock. Later they established a Vivekananda Library in
Kanyakumari. Many visitors who visited that library always felt that the visit of Swami Vivekananda on
the Rock should be commemorated.
Bid to obliterate Vivekananda’s name from the Rock on which he meditated
In the year 1963, the Birth Centenary of Swami Vivekananda was being celebrated all over the country.
The people of Kanyakumari wanted to build a memorial for Swami Vivekananda on that very Historic
Rock where the unknown monk was transformed into a nation builder and a Jagadguru.
Initially things moved smoothly, but unfortunately a section of Christian community was instigated and
it started demanding that the memorial of St Xavier should be built on the Rock. To fabricate their claim
they erected a big stone cross on the Rock. It became a communal issue! Naturally some who could
not accept this removed it one night. Government took a stand that it was “Vivekananda Rock” but no
memorial would be built on it.
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The blessings of Ramakrishna Mission for the Memorial
The Vivekananda Rock Memorial committee decided to approach Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh for
deputing Eknathji Ranade for the work. As it was felt that Memorial work is going to be a full -time
work, Eknathji Ranade was relieved of his responsibilities in Sangh.
Even before going to Madras (Chennai) where the Vivekananda Rock Memorial Committee had the
registered office or going to Kanyakumari, Eknathji went to Calcutta (Kolkata) to meet and seek the
blessings of the President of Ramakrishna Mission Swami Madhavanandaji Maharaj. He blessed Eknathji
and told him, that, ‘As we are a Sannyasi organization we cannot involve in this directly as it may need
agitations etc. You go ahead and Thakur will bless you, Swami Vivekananda will bless you, and you have
my blessings also. You are born to do this work.’
Obstacles at three levels
Vivekananda Rock Memorial Committee nominated Sri Eknathji as its Organizing Secretary. He found
difficulties at three levels – A section of local Christian community was opposing a memorial for Swami
Vivekananda on the Rock. Chief Minister had taken the stand that he would not allow the memorial to
be built on the Rock. Sri Humayun Kabir, Union Minister of Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs
while referring to the controversy had said that the memorial on the rock would spoil the natural beauty.
The subject of Rock Memorial had all the potential to be a communal flash point.
Eknathji decided first to meet Sri Humayun Kabir. The minister avoided meeting him. Therefore, with
help of some monks of Ramakrishna Mission, Eknathji contacted the journalists of Kolkata and then
a Press Conference was held. The very next day the newspapers in Kolkata were full of - Sri Humayun
Kabir whom the people of Kolkata had elected was opposing the Memorial for Swami Vivekananda, the
revered son of Kolkata.
Immediately Sri Humayun Kabir called Eknathji for a meeting. He made it very clear, ‘I am not against
the Memorial of Swami Vivekananda. I had also objected to Gandhi Mandapam on the shore of sea
at Kanyakumari but Tamilnadu government has built it. Similarly, if they want, they can build this
memorial too. I am not at all against Swami Vivekananda or his Memorial.’ With this candid reply from
Sri Humayun Kabir the first hurdle was over.
323 MPs appealed : Whole nation aspired for the Memorial
Eknathji met Sri Bhaktavatsalam, Chief Minister of Tamilnadu. Though he refused to give the
permission, Eknathji continued the dialogue with him on and on. But Eknathji realized that he needs to
try at different level. Eknathji got the information - Chief Minister listens to Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru in political matters and is a great devotee of Sri Shankaracharya of Kanchi Kamkoti Peetham Sri
Chandrashekharendra Saraswati known as Paramacharya.
Eknathji went to Delhi and met Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri, who told him to wait. Due
to the Chinese invasion the situation in Delhi was depressive. Eknathji did not just
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keep quiet. He met various leaders and personalities in Delhi and apprised them of the subject. As the
Centenary year was coming to close, Eknathji again went to Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri who told him to get
within three days some signatures of Members of the Parliament appealing for the Memorial.
After three days Eknathji went to Shastriji with the signatures of 323 MPs – practically all MPs present
in Delhi at that time. Shastriji was stunned. Cutting across the political, regional and creedal lines all
the MPs had signed. How did Eknathji, a Pracharak of Sangh get the signatures of all MPs? Eknathji’s
appeal was simple. ‘In the interest of our nation, to pay our respects to Swami Vivekananda, can we
not rise above our political, regional and religious colours?’ All responded positively. With a bigger line
drawn, the opposition of few persons in Kanyakumari melted.
When all MPs desired Memorial, it means the whole country was aspiring for the Memorial. Responding
to this development, Bhaktavatsalam said, ‘The statue of Swami Vivekananda can be erected on the
Rock but it should be encased in 15 feet by 15 feet shrine’.
‘Purity, Patience and Perseverance is the Key to Success’
Considering that the Memorial should be matching the aspirations of the nation, Eknathji said to Sri
Bhaktavatsalam, ‘I would take the opinion of President, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan; Prime Minister, Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru; Home Minister, Sri Lal Bahadur Shastri; Sri M. C. Chagla, very respected Retired
Chief Justice of India later he became Cabinet Minister for Education; the President of the Ramakrishna
Mission and the Paramacharya of Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham on few designs and then report to you.
Whatever you will decide, we shall do it.’
Paramacharya took great interest in making the design for the Memorial along with the traditional
architect Sthapati Sri S. K. Achari. With that and few more other designs Eknathji met Bhaktavatsalam.
He enthusiastically went through the design prepared by Paramacharya and told Eknathji to go ahead
according to that. Eknathji told, ‘But the dimensions are bigger.’ Bhaktavatsalam said, ‘No Problem. Go
ahead’. Bigger means the Sabha Mandapam alone was 130’x 56’. Gradually, over the period of four years
the permission for Sripada Mandapam, Dhyana Mandapam, Administrative quarters, helipad, rain water
reservoirs etc. was secured.
Permission secured but from where will come the money?
To build a grand Memorial, befitting to the desire of the people of Bharat, where would money come
from in those days when our country was suffering from even want of food. For six years, almost on
an average 650 workers were working per day for stone sculpting, polishing, construction etc. Their
salaries were to be paid every week. Sometimes when the salary could not be paid Vivekananda Rock
Memorial Committee (VRMC) took loan just to feed the workers. But how long could it go? There were
suggestions to suspend the work. But Eknathji had a bigger vision after the building of Memorial. And
so, the construction work could not be prolonged.
A steady flow of money was required. VRMC printed one-rupee folders with the
of proposed Memorial, Swami Vivekananda and his inspiring quotation. The public
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committees were formed in each state with persons from various walks of life cutting across political,
regional, sectarian lines. Total Rs. 85 lakhs were collected through one rupee, two rupees donations
from the people. Almost all the state governments in spite of whatever party was in power donated Rs.
one lakh for the Memorial. The Central Government donated Rs. 15 lakhs. The first donation of Rs.
10,000/- to VRMC was given by Swami Chinmayananda of Chinmaya Mission.
Joyful and victorious inauguration of the Grand Memorial extended for two months
Within record time of six years, the grand memorial costing Rs. One Crore and Thirty Lakhs (of those
days) was ready for inauguration. Kanyakumari was a small village then and there was no facility to stay
for many persons. Thus, the inauguration program was planned for two months, allotting different
periods for different states.
Swami Vireshwarananda, President of Ramakrishna Math, Belur, consecrated Vivekananda Rock
Memorial and it was formally inaugurated on 2 September 1970 by the President of India Sri V. V.
Giri. During the inaugural celebrations many dignitaries like Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi, Swami
Ranganathananda, Vice President of India Sri G. S. Pathak visited the Rock Memorial.
Vivekananda Kendra : The Second phase of the Memorial
Eknathji did not want to limit the Memorial of Swami Vivekananda to a granite memorial. The real
living memorial for Swami Vivekananda should be in the lives of men and women who would give
primary importance to the nation and serve the needy and suffering people. Thus, on 7th January 1972,
Vivekananda Kendra a spiritually oriented service mission was started. The young men and women who
would like to dedicate their life for serving the society are trained and sent to different parts of country.
These Jeevanvrati Karyakartas with the help of Sthanik Karyakartas take up various service activities
in the field of education in tribal and rural areas, Rural development, Natural resource development,
cultural research, publications, youth motivation, Samskara Varga for children and Yoga Vargas, etc.
Today Vivekananda Kendra has work in over 1005 places in the country in cities as well as in interior
parts like Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Andaman, etc. Vivekananda Kendra received Gandhi
Peace Prize for the year 2015 for its activities.
Vivekananda Shila Smarak : EK Bharat Vijayi Bharat
Thus, Vivekananda Rock Memorial perhaps became the only such example in the world that the Memorial
in granite gave birth to a living Memorial, to a mighty service organization.
Vivekananda Rock Memorial which is celebrating its 50th year is in true sense a national memorial - A
memorial for which all MPs irrespective of their colours, religions, regions or creeds appealed for; a
memorial for which people donated throughout the country with one rupee or two-rupee donation;
the only memorial for which almost all state governments irrespective of whichever party was in power
donated minimum one lakh rupees each; the memorial which has the harmonious blending of different
styles of traditional architectures in our country.
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On this occasion we are very happy to contact you and look forward to your best wishes and association
with Vivekananda Kendra in the future.
With prayers and Namaskar.
General Secretary
Vivekananda Kendra
https://www.vrmvk.org
Contact Details
Local / Prant Address

General Secretary
Vivekananda Kendra
Vivekanandapuram
Kanyakumari 629702
namaste@vrmvk.org
07086031344 or 04652 247012

If there is any land on this earth that can lay claim to be the blessed Punya Bhumi; to be the
land, to which all souls on this earth must come to account for Karma; the land, to which
every soul, that is wending its way Godward, must come to attain its last home; the land, where
humanity has attained its highest towards gentleness, towards generosity, towards purity, towards
calmness; above all, the land of introspection and of spirituality-it is India.
- Swami Vivekananda
(CWSV-3 : First Public Lecture in the East - Colombo)
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The Second Phase of Memorial to Swami Vivekananda

VIVEKANANDA KENDRA, KANYAKUMARI
A Spiritually Oriented Service Mission
With the twin objectives of ‘Man Making and Nation building’, 245 branch centers of Vivekananda
Kendra regularly conduct Yoga Varga, Sanskar Varga, Swadhyay Varga and Kendra Varga.
Periodically Yoga Satra, Personality Development camps, Youth Motivation camps, Vimarsh - Interactive
sessions on different topics for a cross section of society, Swadhyay Competitions for School & College
students followed by residential camps, various celebrations are also organized.
Vivekananda Kendra renders service in following fields. Thus, Kendra through its branch centres and
service activity centres works at present in 1005 places.
EDUCATION:

1.

Total 85 Vivekananda Kendra Vidyalayas – 42 in Arunachal Pradesh, 28 in Assam, 11 in Andamans,
2 in Tamil Nadu and one each in Nagaland and Karnataka

2. 200 Anandalayas – school supportive activity for improvement of confidence and academics,
conducted in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam Tea Gardens, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Gujarat.
3. 195 Balwadis for pre-primary children in Tamil Nadu, Arunachal Pradesh and Odisha.
4. One B.Ed. College at Nirjuli in Arunachal Pradesh.
5. One School of Nursing in Numalighar, Assam
HEALTH SERVICES:

1. Runs hospitals with help of Oil refineries in - Numaligarh, Assam; Bina, Madhya Pradesh; Paradip,
Odisha.
2. 15 Medical Dispensaries in Tamil Nadu under V.K. Rural Development Program, Mobile Medical
vans in Arunachal Pradesh, Medical services at Pimplad in Nashik & Amlipani in Odisha.
3. Regular eye camps, surgery camps
RURAL & JANJATI WELFARE & SKILL DEVELOPMENT:

1. Vivekananda Kendra has projects for Rural and Janajati welfare at Khatkhati in Assam, Southern
five districts of Tamilnadu, at Nasik in Maharashtra, Deoband (Kendujhar) & Amlipani (Sambalpur)
in Odisha.
2. It also has weaving and tailoring centres, skill development courses in plumbing, motor mechanics,
computer literacy etc.; self-help groups and various camps for the leadership development among
women and youth, protection of natural resources etc. It is also engaged in reviving the traditional
water bodies in Rameshwaram.
PUBLICATIONS:

Vivekananda Kendra publishes monthly magazines in Hindi, Marathi, English and
Tamil languages, periodicals in Gujarati, Malayalam, Assamese and books on
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Swami Vivekananda and His message, Indian cultural traditions and Sadhana of Service, etc., in
total 17 languages.
INSTITUTES FOR CULTURAL STUDIES & RESEARCH, TRAINING AND HUMAN EXCELLENCE:

At places like Delhi; Nagdandi in Jammu and Kashmir; Kodungallur in Kerala; Guwahati in Assam;
Solapur in Maharashtra; Bhubaneswar in Odisha; Hyderabad in Telangana and at Kanyakumari.
ACTIVITIES AT HQs AT VIVEKANANDAPURAM, KANYAKUMARI

1.

Providing good accommodation to the pilgrims in a clean and serene atmosphere. Double /
Triple bedded deluxe and A.C. Rooms and A.C. Cottages are available.

2.

Training Centre and hostel for the dedicated Karyakartas who join Kendra as Shiksharthi /
Sevavrati / Vanaprasthi

3.

Maintenance of Vivekananda Rock Memorial

4.

Providing out-patient medical facilities for the pilgrims and surrounding villages in the Allopathic
and Siddha medicines.

5.

Facilities available inside the Kendra Campus for the benefit of the pilgrims who stay there a)

State Bank of India branch with ATM facilities, Post Office, Vegetarian restaurant

b)

24 hour water and power supply

c)

Vachanalaya (Library and reading room)

6.

Dhyan Mandir (Daily Pratasmaran at 5.15 a.m., Gita chanting at 7.30 a.m., Bhajan at 6.30 p.m.)

7.

Vidyalaya (school) catering to nearly 1500 rural students.

8.

Vivekananda Mandapam and Samadhi of Sri Eknathji Ranade, the Founder of Vivekananda
Kendra, Vivekanandapuram beach and sun-rise point

9.

Care and maintenance of following Exhibitions a)

Arise – Awake

b)

Ramayana Darshanam – Bharat Mata Sadanam

c)

Gramodaya Darshan Park

d)

Gangotri – Swargeeya Eknathji Ranade’s life & message

e)

Wandering Monk (in Kanyakumari Town)

10.

Sale of Sri Ramakrishna, Vivekananda literature

11.

Yoga Shiksha Shibirs for 15 days in May and December and Spiritual Retreats for 7 days in August
and February
“Then only will India awake, when hundreds of large-hearted men and women,
giving up all desires of enjoying the luxuries of life, will long and exert themselves to their
utmost, for the well-being of the millions of their countrymen.”
- Swami Vivekananda (CWSV-5 : Epistles-First Series : LXXIV)
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A hundred thousand men and women, fired with the zeal of holiness, fortified
with eternal faith in the Lord, and nerved to Lion’s courage by their sympathy
for the poor and the fallen and the downtrodden, will go over the length and
breadth of the land, preaching the gospel of salvation, the gospel of help, the
gospel of social raising up–the gospel of equality.
– Swami Vivekananda (CWSV-5 : Epistles-First Series : IV)
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